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Detailed Action 
Examiner's Amendment 

1 . In a conversation with Elijah Cocks on 5-18-2004, authorization was given for 
amending claims 1 and 25. 

Begin text: 

1 . Plasmatron-catalyst apparatus for generating hydrogen rich gas 
comprising: a plasmatron; and at least one catalyst for receiving an output from the 
plasmatron to produce hydrogen rich gas, wherein said at least one catalyst is located 
at a position that is less than or equal to 1 0 cm downstream from the plasmatron.-se-as 
to b e act i vat e d by hydrog e n and radicals produc e d by th e p l asmatron, 

25. Plasmatron-catalyst apparatus for generating hydrogen rich gas 
comprising: a plasmatron; and a catalytic converter containing at least one catalyst for 
receiving an output from the plasmatron to produce hydrogen-rich gas, wherein said at 
least one catalyst in said catalytic converter is located at a position that it less than or 
equal to 10 cm downstream from the plasmatron and is activated by hydrogen and 
radicals produced in the output of the plasmatron. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-30 
are allowable in view of Applicant's Declaration filed on 3-1 1-04. In particular, it would 
not have been obvious to have placed the catalyst the claimed distance away from the 
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plasmatron since unexpected results are clearly associated with the specific placement 
of the catalyst in relation to the plasmatron which would constitute a movement away 
from the teachings of the closest prior art to Bromberg. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alex Wachtel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1455. The examiner can normally be reached on 10:30am to 6:30pm. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. 
Glenn Caldarola, can be reached at (571)-272-1444. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 1700 




